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                May we know them, may we be them, may we raise them.

                Reflecting on the past and celebrating the present with the women of BresicWhitney. 

                










Sophie Flello – Editorial & Media Executive





What’s the most important piece of advice you’ve been given?
Never lose your sparkle. It is better to be disliked for who you are rather than liked for a person you are not.  

What advice would you give to your younger self? 
Don’t rush life. Enjoy the little moments, love loudly and fiercely, learn from the heartbreak, and grow every day. 

What are you most proud of?
I don’t feel like I have an “achievement” that I am proud of as such, but I am proud of the things I have achieved for myself. I have created a career that I would never have imagined, have the most beautiful network of people around me, and I’m the happiest that I’ve ever been. I think that’s something to be proud of.

Has BresicWhitney empowered you to be the best version of you – if so, how?
Absolutely. I have never felt more seen and more heard than I have at BW. It’s so empowering to be part of a business the encourages you to bring everything you have to the table, and be exactly who you are, without judgement. I don’t feel like I need to dim my light.

Which woman inspires you? 
I am so lucky to be surrounded by so many beautiful, strong women – my best girlfriends, my colleagues, the women in my family. I’ve grown up with the best role models of women, but there’s no one quite like my Mum. She inspires me day in and day out, and is my biggest cheerleader. I am who I am because of her.

What does it mean to be a woman today? 
To be a woman today, means we can do it all. Be resilient but understated, self-assured yet low-key, take charge but also support from the sidelines. In Australia, we have more freedom than ever, and I hope that one day, the rest of the world can adopt the same freedom for women.   














Leilani Rubin-Tasic – Shared Services Coordinator





What’s the most important piece of advice you’ve been given?
To be guided through empathy. To approach each situation with kindness and an understanding of individuals’ emotions, perspectives & experiences. To be compassionate, be kind and be honest.

What advice would you give to your younger self? 
Don’t put so much pressure on yourself, treat yourself with kindness and compassion, the way you do everyone else. 

What are you most proud of?
Living a life that I love. I intentionally prioritise what fulfills me whilst simultaneously working towards my personal goals. I am building a career that I am excited and passionate about, with a company that continues to inspire me and push me towards growth.  

Has BresicWhitney empowered you to be the best version of you – if so, how?
BresicWhitney provides an environment where women are excelling in leadership roles. Being surrounded by career-driven women inspires me every day to prioritise building a successful career and set higher standards for myself.  

Which woman inspires you? 
My mother and grandmother, or Baka as we call her. They truly embody qualities of hard work, discipline, passion, and a strong work ethic. Baka worked three jobs in a foreign country as a single mother, showing strength and resilience in the face of adversity. Despite life’s challenges, both my mother and grandmother radiate immense empathy and kindness in each interaction.

What does it mean to be a woman today? 
Embracing an identity that embodies both strength & vulnerability. Finding strength in softness and being gentle yet resilient is important in navigating the complexities of being a woman. 














Louise Barton – Sales Agent





What’s the most important piece of advice you’ve been given?
We cannot become what we want, by remaining what we are.

What advice would you give to your younger self? 
Enjoy being young and carefree. Don’t worry about the future, it is going to work out exactly how it should, and enjoy each moment and be present.

What are you most proud of?
My ability to pack up and move to the other side of the world and build my career in Sydney with no support system with me! Also, my strong resilience and commitment to building a life of my dreams.

Has BresicWhitney empowered you to be the best version of you – if so, how?
Yes, BresicWhitney has a culture where it allows you to be your true authentic self, you don’t have to fit into a typical real estate agent mould. You work with passionate and inspiring people every day and it is an infectious environment to be operating in.

Which woman inspires you? 
My mum, she worked multiple jobs to give us a good life growing up as a single parent since I was very young. She retires this year, and I am so excited for her as she has worked tirelessly her whole life and it’s time to put herself first.

What does it mean to be a woman today? 
The ability to be unapologetically ourselves, I love that we can show up as leaders in a space where men once dominated, we have so many dimensions, with the ability to show up strong and dominate whilst being able to show our nurturing and empathic sides at the same time. I think we now live in a world where women love and empower other women doing well and it’s powerful.














Bianca Todarello – General Manager, Sales





What’s the most important piece of advice you’ve been given?
Always be kind, back yourself & trust the process.

What advice would you give to your younger self? 
Enjoy life no matter what will be thrown at you – it is one big, beautiful mess & the challenges just make you that much of a better person.

What are you most proud of?
My little dude, James. Childbirth is the most intense, wild and the most powerful thing I have ever done in my life. Getting the opportunity to now see the world through his eyes makes me really appreciate it even more.

Has BresicWhitney empowered you to be the best version of you – if so, how?
Yes, if you have told me 10 years ago, I would go from being an Executive Assistant to General Manager of Sales whilst having my first baby and managing both worlds, I would have told you that you were lying.

Which woman inspires you? 
My mum. She raised two daughters whilst running a business, then in thick of life began caring full-time for her mum after a major stroke. Yet she still constantly showed up for us & the business throughout it all. 

What does it mean to be a woman today? 
Constantly evolving each day to be better, more confident iterations of ourselves.














Ashleigh Moltzen – Sales Team Assistant





What’s the most important piece of advice you’ve been given?
Important advice I’ve been given is, the small steps get you to the goal and the goal unlocks the dream. 

What advice would you give to your younger self? 
Advice I would give my five year old self is, these years are really special to spend with your family making memories. 

What are you most proud of?
I’m most proud of my gorgeous son, Max. He is nearly 3 years old and watching him grow, learn and play makes me so happy. It’s impossible to put into words how the smile on his face makes me feel. I’m proud of the mother I have become and the special bond we have. 

Has BresicWhitney empowered you to be the best version of you – if so, how?
BresicWhitney has given me the confidence to be in business and be a mother, not one or the other. They have empowered me to be both and give equal time to these two important roles in my life.

Which woman inspires you? 
I’m lucky I have many inspirational women in my life, from my Mum Liz to women in my family, close circle and colleagues. I find these women inspirational through their dedication to their families, their professional goals, achievements, and strength to do and have it all. 

What does it mean to be a woman today? 
Being a woman today, to me, means being confident in who you are as a person, shaping your own future.  














Monique Bazak – Senior Portfolio Manager





What’s the most important piece of advice you’ve been given?
Always treat others with kindness. You never know what someone is going through, and it can accomplish much greatness.

What advice would you give to your younger self? 
It’s ok to make mistakes, you will gain knowledge and experience and grow from it.  

What are you most proud of?
Three things! Being a mum to two beautiful children, being nominated in the recent Real Estate Business Awards as ‘Property Manager of the Year’, and last but not least, taking on the challenge of becoming a mentor this year and seeing my colleague succeed.

Has BresicWhitney empowered you to be the best version of you – if so, how?
We have such an amazing team at BW who share similar goals. We are lucky enough to be able to share our combined knowledge which has allowed me to strengthen not only my knowledge, but my confidence as a Senior Portfolio Manager. 

Which woman inspires you? 
I’m going to say three, my mum and two big sisters. They have all been through some incredible life journeys and the way they have handled them, grown from them and shown resilience each day has made me proud to look up to them. They have shaped me into the women I am today.  

What does it mean to be a woman today? 
To be confident in yourself, to fight for what you believe in and not be silenced on what you want in your career and life. To be able to be both a mum and full-time employee and succeed in both. 














Linda Saysanith – Senior Portfolio Manager





What’s the most important piece of advice you’ve been given?
If you have a goal or a dream, don’t wait for the perfect moment to start working on it.

What advice would you give to your younger self? 
Stop comparing yourself to others. Instead, learn from your different abilities and use them in your favour. You are unique and so is the way you see life. 

What are you most proud of?
Personal transformation is my greatest achievement. I am grateful for the people around me and everything else that has helped me on my journey. Also, accomplishing a degree and having the opportunity to partake in different careers and sectors to date. 

Has BresicWhitney empowered you to be the best version of you – if so, how?
BresicWhitney allows me to embody the best version of myself, with a supportive team, flexibility, creativity, uniqueness, and the perfect blend of nerve and talent.

Which woman inspires you? 
Princess Diana. No one can fill her shoes in terms of the work she did. She captured the world’s attention as a royal trendsetter, and in the public eye she became a prominent philanthropic force. 

What does it mean to be a woman today? 
Being a woman means being resistant and unapologetic, having the choice to be bold and speak up. 














Evie Hancox – Operations Manager





What’s the most important piece of advice you’ve been given?
Be yourself, everyone else is taken.

What advice would you give to your younger self? 
Go and explore the world, it will be the best thing you could ever do.

What are you most proud of?
The life I’ve been able to create for myself since moving to Australia. Coming here to travel as a 20-year-old, to 10 years later having a life I had always imagined, is a great achievement for me.

Has BresicWhitney empowered you to be the best version of you – if so, how?
BresicWhitney has given me the space to be completely myself. To bring all my ‘out of the box’ ideas and to be able to implement them from start to finish, has been a pretty special environment to be in.

Which woman inspires you? 
My mum and sister will always be the most inspiring women in my life.  They have always taught me you can go wherever, be whoever you want to be and the only person that can stop you is yourself.

What does it mean to be a woman today?
To be a woman today means to be who and what we want – we have the ability to break the glass ceiling. Women are increasingly acknowledging and embracing their authenticity, choosing to be true to themselves, rather than conforming to external expectations. It’s a liberating shift.  
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                Suburb records, shifting sentiment: The Month in Sydney property.

                An Inner West suburb record reached, yet broad-based buyer demand pared back from January’s vigour.

                
BresicWhitney has recorded over $250 million worth of sales across Sydney’s key lifestyle and Harbourfront markets, in the first two months of 2024.

A figure that encompasses family homes, terraces, apartments and more, it not only reflects the ongoing demand for Sydney property across varying price points, but the velocity at which transactional activity for 2024 has commenced.

BresicWhitney’s February auction clearance rate held steady at 71.2%, with the group transacting on 110 sales in February. 85% of those were sold via auction. The other 15% were sold via private treaty or through the group’s off-market platform.

Key trends emerged in February, with BresicWhitney expecting these to remain prevalent over the first half of the year.








 








Pullback in buyer buoyancy 
The leading step change from late 2023 and early 2024 activity, was the pullback in buyer buoyancy. While average groups through open homes across Sydney remained strong (16 groups per week), many were demonstrating patience in their property search.  







 








BresicWhitney Chief Executive Officer Thomas McGlynn said this had carried over into the auction environment. “While all the indicators point to healthy, robust selling conditions, there has been a modest pullback in buyer demand in recent weeks. This is important to recognise because in a market as nuanced as Sydney’s, it is often these subtle shifts that can have an impact, even if it’s just to perception. 

“As a comparison to the burst of activity we saw in the first few weeks of the year, willingness to compete in February was more subdued, particularly for homes above $3 million. We’ve witnessed this at some auctions. Registration numbers are remaining generally very strong, however some buyers are choosing not to participate and favouring more of a ‘wait and see’ approach. In a more heated market, it’s these types of buyers who would be quite aggressively competing.” 




However, the ability to connect the right buyer with the right home continues to yield results. BresicWhitney’s recent sale of 16 Caldwell Street Darlinghurst occurred in less than 48 hours after the property’s launch, for a price over $3m. 







 








Movement between $1-3m
February results reflected that Sydney property between $1 and $3 million continues to perform well, with healthy pricing results, open home numbers and the number of average bidders at auctions. 53 Palace Street, Petersham had 10 bidders at its auction and was purchased by buyers who had missed out the week prior on a property in Forest Lodge. 404/151 Military Road, Neutral Bay, sold for $1.75m in a pre-auction sale, following negotiations with three buyers, prepared to extend beyond its $1.55m guide. Another pre-auction negotiation yielded a result for 25 Polding Street, Drummoyne, which sold for $2.8m to a buyer who purchased the home within 24 hours of inspecting it. 







 











 








Mr McGlynn indicated that constraints in the total number of listings across the Inner West and Eastern Suburbs were a factor in the continued determination among buyers. An analysis by SQM Research found that just 0.3% of the total homes in these areas were currently for sale. This data, which included the Northern Beaches, revealed there had been a decrease of over 30% of property listings in these areas over the past year – a contrast to the overall 21% increase in new listings across Sydney. 




Mr. McGlynn acknowledged this contradiction. “One of the main observations in the last six months has been the significant increase in homes for sale on the market across the Inner West, East and North Shore markets. However, it’s important to remember that this is relative to wider metropolitan Sydney and that the precincts in which we operate remain some of the most competitive and sought-after places to live in the country. That’s not going to change.”







 








Architectural masterpieces drive activity.
Adding to the lure of liveability of these areas are architect-designed homes. The sale of 65 Neville Street, Marrickville – designed by David Boyle – illustrated this when it set a market record for circa $4.9m in February. 15 Vernon Street Cammeray – a mid-century home by Emil Fretze and reworked by ACME – sold for $5.75m after just two weeks on market. 


















Rental recalibration. 
Mirroring activity in the sales market was a shift in pace in Sydney’s rental market. BresicWhitney’s team witnessed a stabilisation in demand for rental properties, and while overall it remains at record highs, the influx of international students that manifested itself in January became less prevalent in February. The BresicWhitney vacancy rate remains currently under 1%, well below the balanced market average of 3%.

Competition in the market continues to be driven by a duopoly of low supply and increasing rental prices; both a result of inflation – which held steady at 3.4% in January – and interest rate increases. These trends contribute to the incentivisation for investors to offload their rental properties, further reducing available supply for tenants. Data from property analytics firm Suburbtrends recorded a 30% increase in the year to January in the number of ex-rental homes listed for sale across the country, revealing the pace at which growth of mortgage repayments have outstripped rental growth, increasing respectively by approximately $447 and $202 per month.











Chantelle Collin, BresicWhitney Head of Property Management highlighted the ongoing challenges that tenants face when searching for a property. “Demand continues to outweigh supply across Sydney’s key markets, and with recent economic analysis highlighting the differential between growth in mortgage repayments compared to rental growth, we do expect to see more owners transition either partly or entirely out of investment property ownership in the next three to six months. 

“What we do take confidence in is the long-term value proposition of property ownership, and the understanding that exists among current owners about the state of the market, and the need to work collaboratively with tenants to achieve outcomes that benefit both parties.”   
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                Pride lives here.

                In honour and celebration of Pride, we sit down with five of our proud LGBTQIA+ colleagues.

                



 








Brigitte Blackman, Sales Agent 









This year’s theme – “Our Future” – embodies celebrating past achievements while illuminating the path to a brighter future. What achievement are you most proud of? 
I came out when I was 20 when it was taboo to be gay. It was the same in my work environment. I didn’t have the right to marry either, so I never thought I could go down this path with a partner. Not being able to have children was also something that was associated with being gay as well, and the process with this. 




Now I am very blessed to have my two beautiful children – Ted, 11 and Ivy, 8.  I never thought this would have been possible many years ago. 

What does the future look like for you?
I am happy that my kids get to grow up in a different world where they can be who they want to be, and not hide their sexuality or express who they are. I hope that we are moving towards acceptance of everyone. We are not there yet, but we are much better than when I came out. 

What societal changes or advancements do you hope to see in the coming years?
Everyone is given the space to be whoever they want to be, without fear. 

Why is Mardi Gras so important and what does it represent to Australia’s LGBTQIA+ community, as well as the broader community?
It was and for some still is the one time of the year where you could celebrate freely with your community. The Mardi Gras parties and parades were a lot of fun, and you could openly express who you were. 

Reflecting on World Pride celebrations last year, what positive changes have you observed in terms of LGBTQIA+ visibility and acceptance?
The events of World Pride put Sydney on the world map where all LGBTQIA+ people could come from other countries and celebrate together.

How will you be celebrating Mardi Gras this year?
Having done many parades and parties over the years, I will be a little more subdued this year.  I am looking forward to attending the Queer Film festival and celebrating with my partner and friends on the night of the parade.




 







 








Darren Davis, Sales Agent  





This year’s theme – “Our Future” – embodies celebrating past achievements while illuminating the path to a brighter future. What achievement are you most proud of? 
I’m most proud of having the courage to change careers later in life. Most agents I know started out quite young, where I already had a long career within the airline industry. I made the move to real estate and have now achieved what I think is a long and successful career path. 

What does the future look like for you?
Very bright, filled with opportunity.

What societal changes or advancements do you hope to see in the coming years?
I think we as a society are already heading towards inclusion and acceptance for all. This also includes our First Nations people.

Why is Mardi Gras so important and what does it represent to Australia’s LGBTQIA+ community, as well as the broader community?
People tend to forget the original Mardi Gras meaning and why this event came about. It was a worldwide protest against police brutality from the Stonewall Riots. Today the message is broader, and I look upon Mardi Gras as a celebration of inclusion and acceptance for everyone, with amazing events held throughout February and March.

Reflecting on World Pride celebrations last year, what positive changes have you observed in terms of LGBTQIA+ visibility and acceptance?
Much more visibility with trans and non-binary people.

How will you be celebrating Mardi Gras this year?
I’ll be celebrating with friends at the Lane Way Party, and I will also be watching the Parade.







 








Alex Borthwick, Business Development Executive – Property Management   





This year’s theme – “Our Future” – embodies celebrating past achievements while illuminating the path to a brighter future. What achievement are you most proud of? 
I am proud of not only who I am as an individual but what I’ve been able to achieve recently with respect to my career – part of which has focused on the benefits of holistic personal and professional development in the corporate space – contributing to an overall acceptance of who we are, and what we need as people, to thrive.

I feel really lucky to work for a company that supports my passion and practice as a Breathwork Coach, and recognises the positive impact that it can have on its people. For the past six months I have been running weekly breathwork and meditation sessions for both staff and the public out of our Inner East office and have also had the opportunity to practice this with our entire sales team during a recent event. I have also been nominated as a national finalist for Business Development Manager of the Year with Real Estate Business, which I’m incredibly grateful for!

What does the future look like for you?
Helping teach people about the importance of self-connection and how it can positively change their lives, be it about accepting who they are, or helping them evolve in a personal or professional sense.

What societal changes or advancements do you hope to see in the coming years?
We are seeing a lot of societal change globally with respect to not only LGBTQI+ communities but the importance of health and lifestyle. With new questions, come new answers, and a new level of understanding, acceptance and change.

Why is Mardi Gras so important and what does it represent to Australia’s LGBTQIA+ community, as well as the broader community?
Mardi Gras is an important celebration for our community – to celebrate and recognise how far we have come, and to give thanks to those before us.

Reflecting on World Pride celebrations last year, what positive changes have you observed in terms of LGBTQIA+ visibility and acceptance?
It’s been really positive to see change not only occurring in the last 12 months but the shifts that are constantly occurring. Change and acceptance are a gradual process.

How will you be celebrating Mardi Gras this year?
Out and about at a party with some great friends.







 








James Sloane, Business Development Executive – Property Management   





This year’s theme – “Our Future” – embodies celebrating past achievements while illuminating the path to a brighter future. What achievement are you most proud of? 
There are a lot of personal achievements I’m proud of but one of them that continually sticks out is staying the course in the leasing industry during COVID. There was a lot of turnover in the industry during this period and it’s great to have come out the other side with some even stronger professional relationships. Another is being able to lease 60 properties in a month which was a bit of a goal – my hair is now going grey though.

What does the future look like for you?
I have been with my beautiful partner Mikey for seven years, so I would say for me: the biggest gay wedding Sydney has seen, lots of dogs, and no kids (sorry Mum!)

What societal changes or advancements do you hope to see in the coming years?
Honestly, some people just need to care less about things that don’t directly affect them. If you don’t see what you like, don’t look. It’s about respect and acceptance for all. 

Why is Mardi Gras so important and what does it represent to Australia’s LGBTQIA+ community, as well as the broader community?
Mardi Gras is a lot of fun, but there’s also a really important undertone to it, in that it encourages activism against discrimination. It’s also a powerful reminder that it’s okay to be who you are and be proud of it. 

Reflecting on World Pride celebrations last year, what positive changes have you observed in terms of LGBTQIA+ visibility and acceptance?
World Pride was a great step forward and helped create more of a platform for future change. However there’s not one event or celebration that will create lasting change, that’s why ongoing visibility and awareness are important.

How will you be celebrating Mardi Gras this year?
Normally I would be out and about, but I have a wedding this year! It’s probably better for my bank account.







 








Ben Lister, Senior Graphic Designer   





This year’s theme – “Our Future” – embodies celebrating past achievements while illuminating the path to a brighter future. What achievement are you most proud of? 
I think authenticity is what I’m most proud of – I’m authentically me, forever evolving and adapting. I’m proud of who I am, and I’m proud of the life I’m building.

What does the future look like for you?
Looking to the future, it’s exciting and there’s still so much that I’d love to accomplish. I’ve been setting the groundwork for a very exciting passion project that I’ve been working on in my spare time, in the suncare space, which has been great to work on. For me it’s important to look at the future as something that starts now, in 10 minutes or in an hour. 

What societal changes or advancements do you hope to see in the coming years?
I hope to see more safe spaces for LGBTQIA+ people, and a Pride Centre – equivalent to the one in St Kilda in Melbourne. A purpose-built space that houses vital health and community services, which connects and supports LGBTQIA+ voices and thrives for equality. We’ve made great strides towards this with QTOPIA in Sydney.

Why is Mardi Gras so important and what does it represent to Australia’s LGBTQIA+ community, as well as the broader community?
It’s a place and a space that the entire community can come together and share love, creativity, laughter and pride. I’ve never felt prouder of who I am than when I’m at Mardi Gras. As a city that hosts Mardi Gras, it’s important to understand that people from all over the country – from regional and remote areas, small towns and those who don’t have access to services or a wider LGBTQIA+ community, that people come from across the country and the world to celebrate who they are, surrounded by love and acceptance. 

Reflecting on World Pride celebrations last year, what positive changes have you observed in terms of LGBTQIA+ visibility and acceptance?
World Pride was enormous last year, the energy and spirit of Sydney definitely carried through the entire year. We as a community continue to come together, continue to support each other and help keep each other safe. We’re also not living with rose coloured glasses, and understand that there’s still a way to go every day, educating acceptance and open mindedness.

How will you be celebrating Mardi Gras this year?
I’m seeing a few movies at the Mardi Gras Film Festival, Briefs at Spiegeltent, and Laneway.
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                Man about house: In conversation with architect Ben Mitchell

                “It’s 1% imagination and 99% perspiration.”

                
Ask Ben Mitchell what he does, and he won’t just tell you that he’s an architect. He’ll show you how and why it’s a calling; a state of being that permeates every part of his identity.

Join us as we catch up with the Sydney Director of award-winning firm Those Architects, to explore not so much the project that brought us together (the new BresicWhitney Lower North Shore office, in Mosman) but the life and times of this quiet, curious achiever.







 








Tell us about yourself.
I was born and raised in the Blue Mountains, west of Sydney. I spent large amounts of time in my youth exploring the natural environment and still maintain a very strong connection to it. In my adolescence and young adulthood, I gravitated to urban environments and spent time in both Sydney and Melbourne engrossing myself in all that city life had to offer. 

Today my wife and I live in Mosman and enjoy aspects of both. I have strong connections to my family and enjoy spending idle time with them on our family boat. I’m also a keen runner, a skier, and I am the Sydney Director of Those Architects.  








 





Is there one moment that you knew architecture was the career for you?
I think my career started well before I studied Architecture at Sydney University. I don’t believe that architecture is something that you ‘do’ 9-5 Monday to Friday. It is more akin to something that you simply ‘are’. I have been interested in design since I was very young, and architecture just seemed to be the natural progression. I don’t ever recall thinking of having a career in anything else, it just all seemed to happen naturally. I do distinctly recall my first day at university and feeling like I was exactly where I needed to be, and in the most part that feeling has never left me. 

What is your ethos, and that of Those?
I guess you could say that we design buildings that simply connect people to place. We are constantly striving to distil the essence of each project, responding with beautiful, functional, robust, and enduring buildings. “Architecture is for life” is the phrase we constantly refer to in the practice and in some ways, it best describes our ethos. 







 








What’s one aspect of architecture that inspires you, and one that challenges you?
Watching a project emerge that has been conceived and nurtured in your imagination is always an inspirational moment. As the saying goes though, and this is the challenging bit, it’s 1% imagination and 99% perspiration.  

Your portfolio includes both residential and commercial projects, including distinctive headquarters for fashion brands and film production companies. Now, you’re partnering with us to bring to life our Lower North Shore office. We’re curious – how have you seen commercial design change in recent years?
It’s interesting, I haven’t really reflected on how things have changed in commercial design per sae in recent times. Not because I don’t see value in that process but because with each new project and client, we are focused on addressing their specific requirements. Our clients are diverse and operate in a lot of different sectors, and therefore the briefs can be vastly different from project to project. I guess if I had to single out one thing it would be that commercial clients are realising the importance of good design to attract talent, and encourage people to physically come into the workplace more so than ever. 







 











 








That’s one of our major drivers of investing in our physical office spaces – to create spaces that resonate with and inspire our people. Are there parallels and/or shared values between commercial and residential architecture?
Ultimately, the human condition responds to architecture in the same way regardless of whether it is a workplace or a residence. True, there will be nuances in each but ultimately that just comes down to pragmatics. I’m talking about the soaring quality of architecture and how it lifts the spirit, its true value. In this way we draw no distinction between the two typologies. 

Tell us about your favourite projects.
Oh, I’m not really one to play favourites. Maybe a better way to answer that would be to say that the most rewarding projects are always the ones that start and finish with a trusting client. It is usually that simple, if you have a trusting client then usually all the other pieces fall into place. 

What role will technology play in the future or architecture?
Technology will undoubtedly play an increasingly important role in any field; architecture is not immune to that. It is important for architects to agitate for the value of human thought to conceive delightful buildings for fellow humans. There is a difference between a building, and a piece of architecture. My view is that technology can play a role in facilitating the process, but it cannot replace the process itself. A strong curatorial human mind will always be required in architecture.

What does an ideal day look like for you?
[…] Having time and space to scribble, to get thought to paper. I’m constantly formulating ideas but don’t always have the time to fully explore them, so when I do get that time, I relish it. A coffee while I work this way and I’m a happy man. 







 





As a Mosman resident, what do you enjoy about the local community?
The parklands, the bushland and access to the Sydney Harbour foreshore are what drew me here initially. They are the things that still hold me here today. You really can unplug from a hectic schedule and enjoy stunning natural landscapes; in Summer I feel particularly lucky to live here. I can usually still find a white sandy beach all to myself after a day in the Surry Hills office – it is the ultimate way to end the day. Apart from its natural beauty, Mosman also has a lively village feel and a strong community heartbeat. It offers a great lifestyle. 

Tell us a couple of your favourite spots to eat, drink and play in the local area.
We love eating at Avenue Road on a Saturday morning whilst we do the weekend quiz, it is a bit of a routine of ours. We also love having coffee at the Balmoral Boathouse while we watch the boats bob around. You can’t go past the Buena Vista for a late afternoon drink on a warm Summer’s day. It is particularly satisfying after a bush walk loop that we like to do from home which takes in Georges Heights and the spectacular views of the harbour. 
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                A home built in France via Petersham

                Exploring the tapestry of time in the palatial rebuild of an 1880s beauty.

                
While some homes are renovated, others come fully rebuilt and meticulously curated over time such as the labour of love and dedication we see here in Petersham.




The thoughtful restoration of an 1880s terrace house features a Parisian style shop front that dances between entertaining space, retreat, and something more intriguing. For the current owners Gavin Sainsbury and Scott Jenkins, it delivers memories of both home and business life, the centre of their imported European furniture and homewares concept, Palace Trader/Found in France.







 








Over the years, this unique space has transformed numerous times, showcasing versatility in its endeavours from barbershop to dress salon and antique emporium, to an etched glass shop responsible for numerous waves of Inner West window trends. It’s captivating to see these decorative panes still adorning the house, set within timbers restored by Gavin and Scott, a testament to their own attention to craftsmanship as well as the glazier skills of the past.




“We’ve done extensive work throughout the time we’ve been here,” Gavin says. “We’ve gone to France on shopping trips, where we’ve had a truck, and we’ve driven around to source antique oak shutters to fit to the wardrobes, along with the chandelier you see in the middle room. The terracotta tiles on the terrace are from a reclamation yard we love to visit in Europe, and the wallpaper came back with us from Paris. This isn’t the space where we could pop out to a chain store to pick out a new door.”







 











 











 








On the upper level, the shutters make a statement piece in the master bedroom, which opens to the terrace and its pretty views over the streetscape. The new bathroom is a luxe space with Japanese soaking tub, while the country-style kitchen with European appliances opens to a sophisticated parterre garden, setting an indoor/outdoor scene of refined elegance.




“We’ve truly made it a home that reflects travel and experiences, with a view to the street that lets you watch the rest of the world go by,” Gavin says. “Unwinding with an aperitif in the afternoon, or a coffee in the morning.”




“In the backyard was basically a blank space of dirt, where we set about building some retaining walls in a serpentine fashion, taking influences from the parterre gardens you see in France. It’s now been growing and flourishing over the past 10 years.”







 











 








Letting the home come together slowly has allowed the current owners to tell the full narrative of this home, in its long-form story. They opened up new spaces, added complementary cornicing, all the while drawing influence from period homes and European design. Restoring the significant features, along with careful timber stripping and repainting, brought the property back to its original style and glory.




“There is a certain grandeur to the front room, with its 3m ceilings and enormous doors that really capture the essence of the space, while allowing the afternoon light to filter in,” Scott says. “With lush plants, it resembles an atrium and creates a unique ambiance.”







 











 











 








With a rich history ready to serve as inspiration for someone to steer the home onto its next journey, it’s an adaptable building that leans more towards homemakers or similar owner-occupiers with their own business.







 











 








“When we turned it back into a shop, the main feedback we heard from our neighbours was excitement that this could lead to other little shops opening, bringing more life to this strip,” Gavin says. “It would be great to see someone have a boutique or showroom here, something that can be the next piece of the community. It’s set up to be a home and workplace in one, so it suits something very personal.




View: 53 Palace Street, Petersham
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                A strong start for Sydney property.

                Pendulum stabilises, but swings remain.

                
An analysis of real-time and historical BresicWhitney data for properties within a 10–15-kilometre radius of the Sydney CBD revealed marked annual increases in key fundamentals during the fourth quarter of 2024 (Q424). This growth was primarily driven by a 51% increase in properties brought to market, with 336 listed in Q423 compared to 222 in Q422.







 








Year-on-year results highlighted a 16% increase in the volume of properties sold by BresicWhitney in 2023 compared to 2022, accompanied by a 47% increase in the number of properties listed. The annual foot traffic through open homes experienced an uplift, reaching 14,111 in Q423. The group’s average auction clearance rate remained strong at 77%, showing an increase from both the annual and prior quarter’s rate of 73%.







 








The average registered bidders maintained a healthy level at 3.5. However, with a consistent +20% of BresicWhitney’s transactions selling off-market, it’s evident that there is buyer appetite for such opportunities.




While an annual analysis provides perspective, the ongoing nuance within the Sydney real estate market and its ability to pivot quickly remain crucial considerations for those in the market. The volume of BresicWhitney properties transacted in Q423 (336) marked a considerable drop from the 430 in Q323, reflecting an associated pullback in open home attendance. This quarterly shift is attributed to the unseasonably strong Winter months of 2023, an occurrence that saw BresicWhitney host its highest-ever volume of properties for sale at any one time (150+).







 








Opportunity-hungry buyers absorbed the listings, and sellers continued to adjust their expectations to meet the market, resulting in consistently strong pricing results within swift timeframes. Overall, however, the quarter showcased remarkably consistent metrics compared to the previous quarter, indicating a stabilisation in baseline market dynamics.




Read The Quarterly here. 
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                Furniture maker to publishing powerhouse

                ‘The Local Project’ Founder on ambition, appreciation, and Australian design.

                
You would think that after almost a decade of building Australia’s most illustrious architecture and design publication, The Local Project, there would be many times that Founder and Director Aidan Anderson had paused to relish in the success. Surely the bevy of industry awards peppered around the office – including ‘Publication of the Year’ and ‘Best Use of Video’ – would be a subtle reminder to take stock of how life has changed, would they not? 




It hasn’t been through a lack of awareness, or lack of involvement in this very success, that Aidan hadn’t spent much time ruminating on it. “I’ve always believed the best is still ahead, and it’s easy to get caught up in the momentum and forget to pause and appreciate the achievements,” he tells BresicWhitney.







 








However, moments of reflection are inevitable, and one poignant incident occurred on a Summer’s afternoon in late 2023. “Entering the bustling office, and making my way to the desk, a profound realisation hit me. Pausing, I looked around, and it hit me just how far TLP has come from the days of just me and an Instagram page in a dusty workshop in Botany,” he humbly reflects, recognising the expansion of his team to 60 individuals, encompassing writers, editors, photographers, videographers, business development executives, digital strategists, and more.




“It wasn’t a feeling of pride, exactly, but it was this deep appreciation for being part of this incredible team. It was a real ‘pinch-me’ moment and a reflection of the journey and all the small steps that have led to this point,” he says graciously. 




Those “small steps” are the rungs on a ladder that have created one of Australia – and the world’s – most contemporary integrated media brands. Yet pursuing fame or fortune was never Aidan’s intention. Honing his craft as a furniture maker in his early twenties, Aidan spent his days collaborating with local carpenters, joiners, and trades. He recalls having a strong resonance and respect for industry’s pursuit of precision and perfection.







 








Witnessing the creation of each piece, and the journey its maker embarks upon, both physically and intellectually, ignited Aidan’s passion to showcase this symbiotic relationship, and his keenness to stimulate creative conversations. With an inkling that others would be interested too, he established a small workshop in Botany that welcomed local design-led makers and creators and documented their work through a new photo-sharing app, called Instagram.







 








It wasn’t just Sydneysiders who appreciated his work, but those across Australia, and to Aidan’s occasional disbelief, the audience tracked progressively up from 100 to 1,000, to 10,000 to 100,000, and so on. 




What started as a side project had become not only a physical destination for collaboration, community, and connection, but a digital one, that was captivating audiences from Sydney to Melbourne, Auckland to New York, and in between. The Local Project was born. 




Collaborating with some of the industry’s best and brightest allowed Aidan to continue pursuing new heights with an evolving vision: “To create a platform and community where design isn’t just seen, but felt and experienced, through the stories of the designers, makers, creatives and architects behind it.”







 








Eight years, and an audience of some 3.5 million people later, Aidan’s not overly comfortable with the spotlight. While he’s gregarious and extroverted (sharing that he’s always eager to introduce himself to new people, with or without an agenda; and the critical role that networking has played in his success), he’s anchored by a deep sense of focus and logic. A man who won’t apologise for his dedication or resolve; yet is measured and calm while pursuing it. “I am undeniably a driven and competitive person… I am deeply passionate about the work we do and this translates into a relentless pursuit of both personal and professional growth,” he shares.




The Local Project’s expansion into the US at the start of 2023 delivered a new challenge for Aidan and the team. How would the North American market respond to their content? And was there an appetite for US content, in Australia?




Regular trips to the USA have reaffirmed the success of the strategy, and the team’s flexibility allows TLP to pursue the best design wherever it may be. “The international design community has recognised the prowess of the Australian architecture and design sector. I am continually struck by the admiration and respect it commands on the global stage,” he notes.







 








It’s possible that Aidan feels a sense of stewardship in continuing this, while remembering to hero the Australian people, and places, that continue to build it. “Our fascination with homes and architecture [in Australia] stems from a basic yet profound connection. We can all appreciate the idea of ‘home’ and ultimately, I think there’s this universal aspect to domesticity that makes homes relatable to everyone,” he says, while sharing that the features that resonate the most with The Local Project audience are often not the most expansive, or expensive. 

“They’re often homes with a distinct story or character, a unique way of living or an innovative feature coupled with a great narrative.” Add to that the human curiosity in how others live, and you can see how – and why – The Local Project has made its mark. “There’s no singular way to create a home, and that diversity in living styles is intriguing,” he says.







 








When Aidan is not travelling, you’re likely to find him in The Local Project’s industrial-style office space in Alexandria. Soon though, you’ll have to head a few doors down, to their purpose-built, tri-level production studio and office space that is currently under construction. Described as a “game-changer”, Aidan tells us the space is “a physical representation of our growth and the direction we’re heading in.”

Like many, Aidan’s schedule most days is a “whirlwind of meetings, emails, and workshops,” and despite regretting that he can’t be on set like he once could, he’s not complaining. “My true passion lies in strategy, planning and growing our audience. So even though I’m often anchored to my desk, deeply immersed in front of my laptop, it’s where I thrive. I’m right where I love to be.”




While the days of a dusty workshop are gone, Aidan is very much still a creator at heart, like those he once learnt from. Spirited locals, deeply committed to their craft, and never too important to get their hands on the tools.
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                Coiled House: a beacon of design and sustainability in Marrickville

                An architect-crafted space of design significance and sustainability.

                
In the heart of Sydney’s Inner West, Marrickville stands as a testament to the fusion of cultural heritage and sustainable living. Long before mainstream sustainability adoption, post-World War II immigrants established produce gardens, preserving their cultural roots. For the inhabitants of this residence, the Mediterranean thread ensures this garden home serves as both inspiration and the driving force behind an architectural journey.




Under the guidance of multi-award-winning architect David Boyle, the house underwent a transformative journey, with front rooms repurposed into accommodations and a striking new extension seamlessly integrated at the rear. The essence of this dwelling revolves around a central garden, with living areas sculpturally coiled around it, bathed in natural light through a double-height transition space.







 





An exquisite built form unfolds, inviting inhabitants to embrace the outdoors, complete with edible landscaping, an alfresco kitchen featuring a BBQ setting, swimming pool, and a pizza oven. Throughout, the design purposefully fosters a profound connection to the natural surroundings, becoming an omnipresent theme that enhances the overall living experience. Internal spaces seamlessly extend to gardens and terraces, inviting collaboration and outdoor cooking, ensuring the home harmonises with the original colour of this Inner West suburbia pocket. Sustainability extends beyond the architectural realm into daily life with access to herbs and vegetables, space for beehives and chickens, fostering a self-sustaining ecosystem.







 





Owner Gonzalo emphasises the idea behind ‘Coiled House’ was to create a living space where the indoors and outdoors coalesce in a ‘beautifully orchestrated dance’.




“Within its walls, a serene and welcoming ambiance pervades, where intimate spaces seamlessly interweave to form a truly extraordinary residence,” he says. “The sheer pleasure of living here is a constant source of joy for us.”




“David Boyle is an extraordinary architect and not only crafted a stunning home but also ensured its functionality aligned perfectly with our family’s needs. The fruition of his creative vision has significantly enriched our lives, and residing in this house has been an immense pleasure over the past years.”


































This architectural merit hasn’t gone unnoticed, receiving mention on the shortlist for the 2020 NSW AIA Architecture Awards in both Residential Architecture – Houses (Alterations and Additions) and Sustainable Architecture categories, while additionally securing a nod on the shortlist for the 2020 Houses Awards in the House Alterations and Additions over 200m² category.




The unique design philosophy continues with a double-height space acting as a pivotal hinge for opposing roof forms. A sloping roof on the west accommodates a mezzanine study and a master bedroom suite, while the eastward slope shelters the living room and outdoor terrace.




These sculptural forms allow for expansion and contraction, creating distinct identities within an overall fluid, open-plan layout. Sliding doors and panels provide flexibility, allowing the family to gather or find private spaces as needed.














Gonzalo says the overall design is important to both inhabitants and the streetscape. “This house holds a special place in my heart, not only for its aesthetic appeal but for the meaningful contribution it makes to the residential landscape of the Inner West and greater Sydney,” he says. “It is more than just a dwelling; it is a distinctive marker of our family’s journey and a positive impact on the broader community.”




“Living here is not just an experience; it’s a celebration of the unique blend of design, personal connection, and the broader influence our home exerts in shaping the local environment.”














Passive environmental design is a part of that story, weaving into both the form and material selection. An insulated concrete slab, hydronically heated, complements lightweight framing to minimize steel usage. The external skin boasts rough-sawn board and batten stained hardwood, while recycled hardwood from a carbon-negative manufacturer constructs windows and doors. Multiple orientations of windows encourage cross-ventilation, and the central garden becomes a natural cooling microclimate.














In Sydney’s built-up city fringe just 10km from the CBD, these concepts have grown to be more vital now than when Coiled House was born, and as relevant as the migrant cultures that inspired its connection to nature. It’s a home that respects the world around it while still being a beacon for design and innovation.




View listing: 65 Neville Street, Marrickville
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                Modern renaissance in a heritage row home

                A compact footprint in a heritage-listed home leads to freedom of expression and a little luxury.

                
The allure of inner-city terraces lies in their unique narrative, says Sam Eggleton. It’s an attraction that led him to this Darlinghurst cottage with its own story to tell.




Nestled on the cusp of Sydney CBD and built around 1849, this dwelling has witnessed the shifting tides of time. Initially serving as the residence for Darlinghurst gaol wardens, it later played a role in the area’s red light district. For his own chapter, Sam embarked on a personal journey to infuse new vitality within its historic walls.







 








What began as a small-scale glow-up during the 2021 Covid lockdowns soon transformed into a substantial renovation. Over nine weeks, Sam poured his heart into the rebuild, all the while maintaining a delicate balance between preserving history and introducing contemporary finesse.







 











 











 








The challenge was to honour the past while embracing modernity, within the confines of heritage guidelines. This approach led to uncovering hidden treasures, including original sandstone elements and covered-over fireplaces.




“A key aspect to the project was the incorporation of traditional elements in a contemporary manner,” Sam says. “The design avoids fleeting trends, favouring timeless materials used throughout history.”




Stage two saw Sam shift the focus upstairs, where he tastefully introduced ornate beams and cathedral ceilings, a natural progression of the style already defined in the oak chevron floors and handcrafted Moroccan tiles. By day the home is bright with skylights and a north aspect, while strategic lighting creates a serene retreat after hours.







 








While the frontage is wide for a city row home, the compact footprint meant every nook could be meticulously integrated with a European laundry, integrated fridges and strategic storage, all maximising functionality and potential without compromising on the overall visuals. With the design reflecting a passion for hosting, both the indoors outdoors are dedicated to dining, a pale eucalypt table in the kitchen plus outdoor chairs amidst lush greenery.







 











 











 








Outside, the property mirrors classic Old World cottages, with a touch of Australian essence in its palette. The façade retains its original charm, anchored by modern suggestions in the sage green highlights.




“The overall aesthetic conveys elements of its gaoler’s accommodation history in high-end way,” Sam says. “The courtyard features Mediterranean-inspired elements like olive trees, vines, and a striped umbrella, evoking an Italian ambiance. We’ve curated a modern, upscale environment from various European influences.”







 








From inception as a worker’s home to its last active red-light period just before Sam, the home stands as an illustration of the neighbourhood’s evolution. As this vibrant hub continues to buzz, and the members-only Soho House takes shape with its upcoming restaurant and bar, gym, cabaret facilities and a rooftop pool, the time are always changing here.




View: 88 Burton Street, Darlinghurst
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                The New Native.

                An unassuming terrace now plays host to what could be Darlinghurst's next culinary oasis.

                
Nestled in the heart of Darlinghurst amid the buzz and the energy of the bustling streets, a charming white terrace stands tall —a space that has observed the transformation of Darlinghurst, a suburb celebrated for its lively ambiance and diverse community. 

This very terrace, that over recent months has had its own second coming, now has a new purpose as home of ‘The Waratah’—a two-storey neighbourhood bar paying homage to the old and new, tradition and trendiness. It’s a salient achievement for co-owners and directors of Pollen Hospitality, Cynthia Litster and Evan Stroeve, who take the time to talk us through their distinct vision for their inaugural venue. “It’s a love letter to all that makes Australia unique.”







 








By paying tribute to local growers and independent producers, The Waratah remains faithful to its native roots, presenting the Australian landscape in an accessible manner, with aspirations to nurture conversation, connection and culinary excellence. So much so that it wants to be a “home away from home; a venue that is casual, welcoming, warm and cozy, but also unexpected.” And home is indeed where the heart is, particularly for Evan, with his mother’s botanical sketches serving as the driving inspiration behind the venue’s concept. It’s one that omnipresent throughout the space, most notably on the ground-floor ceiling, with a hand-painted mural by Australian artist Sarah McCloskey as a tribute to his mother’s art.







 








It’s a concept that interior design studio, Farago Han, were tasked with bringing to life further through a considered design narrative. Tinged with nostalgia, it serves as an ode to connection with land and plant life, with a uniquely contemporary twist. The bar embraces a “choose your own adventure” approach. Downstairs, a lively public bar radiates the constant energy and movement synonymous with Australian hospitality—a space for spontaneous gatherings, post-work unwinding, and quick bites. Walk-ins only, with a casual yet vibrant vibe. Upstairs, an elegant terrace bar with a rooftop and wrap-around veranda offers a refined atmosphere for savouring a meal.











 











 








For the Pollen team, the menu aims to reflect its curious, diverse and layered approach to its physical space, translating it into something tangible, and hopefully delicious. With First Nations growers and NSW farmers heroed, it’s a commitment that extends beyond ingredients, as Cynthia emphasises. “It’s about recognising and respecting the deep connection these communities have with the land. It’s a celebration of heritage, a commitment to sustainability, and a way to offer our guests an authentic taste of the incredible bounty that our land has to offer.” 














 








The cocktail list and menu are therefore aiming to be not only culinary offerings, but crafted narratives that speak to time and place, past and present. These stories, in fact, echo the very essence of Australian hospitality—deep connections with growers, pride in native produce, the heartbeat of pub culture, and a sense of community and connection. They’re interlaced into every aspect of the Waratah, and one worth visiting, if we do say so ourselves.  
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